
Karen Schwering 

I was born in the suburbs of 

Cleveland, Ohio – the second child 

to Sid and Alma Koerpel.  My older 

brother Craig and I enjoyed our 

early years attending school, playing 

with all the neighborhood kids and 

going to summer camp where we 

swam, rode horses and went hiking. 

We moved to Fairview Park, Ohio when I was a teenager.  I have wonderful 

memories of my high school days…Great teachers, cheerleading, four years 

of Spanish class, hosting an exchange student, singing in the choir and 

making life-long friends. 

I went on to college at Wittenberg University in Springfield, Ohio where I 

majored in education and took four more years of Spanish.  I did my 

student-teaching in Mexico City during my senior year.  I was a member of 

Delta Gamma sorority.  My college days were a flurry of so many things to 

do. 

After college I married and moved to Bay Village, Ohio where I taught 2nd 

grade for ten years.  Then in 1980 I made two major changes in my life.  I 

divorced and I moved out of Ohio for the first time, to St Louis, MO. 

I chose St Louis because it was the home of a wonderful man I was dating.  

His name was Joe Schwering.  We had dated “long-distance” for the past 

year and decided we wanted to enjoy each other’s company every day.  We 

married in 1983 and now, 38 years later, agree we were meant to be 

together. No one else would tolerate the other’s idiosyncrasies like we do! 

Joe has two grown sons, Jeff and Tim Schwering who both live in the 

Orlando area.  Jeff is a retired fire fighter and Tim is an architect.  We had a 

sweet Miniature Schnauzer named Miss Cappie.  She was the love of our 

lives but passed on to “Doggie Heaven” three years ago. 

Our careers took us to many cities around the country – St Louis MO, 

Wichita KS, Phoenix AZ, Kansas City MO, Orlando FL, and The Villages, 

FL.  My work was running sales and customer service call centers. The 



companies were MCI, T-Mobile, H&R Block and the American Automobile 

Association (AAA). 

Joe and I have had the opportunity to travel to many places around the 

world and we truly enjoy cruising.  But this past year COVID-19 kept us at 

home.  We’re hoping travel restrictions will soon open up and we’ll get to 

take a 14-day cruise to Barcelona, Spain in the fall. 

Like many of the original members of our Hometown Civitan Club, I was 

invited to join by our first president and founder, Betty Rohan.  She 

recruited many of the women in our neighborhood to start our club.  We 

had a great time reaching out into our community for charitable 

organizations we wanted to support.  I was our third club president in 2018 

– 2019. 

One of the activities which keeps me busy these days is running a NINE 

WINE & DINE for eighty of our golfing neighbors.  Once or twice a month 

many of us play golf together and then go out to a local restaurant for 

drinks and dinner.  I put the foursomes together, plan the games and award 

the prize money to the winners.  Our Nine Wine and Dine is very popular 

with everyone who participates. 

So . . . that’s a brief overview of my life - Karen Schwering in ten 

paragraphs.  It was fun putting this together.  I hope you enjoyed learning a 

little more about me. 

 


