
Bio of Judi Higbee 

 

Judi was born in Detroit, 

Michigan and grew up on a 

farm near Cheboygan. Her 

education began as the only student in the first grade in a one-

room country schoolhouse. Music lessons started in fifth grade 

on an organ, flute was added for high school band and voice 

lessons in later years. She is a graduate of Central Michigan 

University with a Bachelor of Science degree in psychology and 

minors in music, business and geography. 

Judi served for a year with the American Red Cross in South 

Vietnam in 1969 as a Recreation Aide, more affectionately 

known as a Donut Dolly, working directly with GIs stationed 

there. 

After over 30 years as a medical transcriptionist, Judi retired 

in 2010. She worked for a variety of health care providers in 

Georgia, Illinois, Michigan, Texas and Florida. Judi was very 

active in local chapters of the American Association for Medical 

Transcription, was Treasurer of the Florida state affiliate for 

five years, and earned the Fellow of AAMT designation. She also 

lived in Hilton Head Island, South Carolina and Falls Church, 

Virginia. 

Judi and John have been married for 28 years. John had eight 

children from two previous marriages. Judi has been a loving 

step-mom for those children, and now grandma to 12 



grandchildren. An animal lover, she has provided a forever home 

for many rescue cats through the years. 

In retirement Judi is active in the handbell and voice choirs at 

New Covenant United Methodist Church. She is a member of 

Village Ringers, Village Voices, Pops Chorus, and enjoys 

performing in musical theater.  

Judi and John are enthusiastic travelers and together have been 

on over 75 international trips to over 125 countries. They have 

done land tours, river and ocean cruises to all seven continents. 

With just a few destinations remaining on their bucket list, they 

hope to continue those journeys in 2022. 

After a reunion for Donut Dollys in 2019, Judi met Laura 

McLaughlin and they became friends.  When friend Laura needed 

help staffing the Adopt A Precinct project, friend Judi offered 

her services and volunteered husband John. Shortly thereafter, 

Hometown Civitan Club gained a new member. 

 


